
Reading in Key Stage 2





• Children from Year 3 up to Year 6 continue to have reading at the centre of all 

their learning. Now that they can decode accurately and fluently, they build on 

these strong foundation skills.

• Throughout KS2, the focus will be on developing comprehension skills which 

will ensure that they fully understand the text they’re reading.

The most important aspect to develop is an enjoyment of reading.

How will you develop my child’s reading in KS2?



What is my child expected to do by the end of KS2?

summarise the main ideas from more than one paragraph;

identify themes across a wide range of texts;

make comparisons within and across books;

understand and explain the meaning of words in context;

draw inferences from a text and justify these with evidence;

use stated or implied details to make predictions about what may happen next;

retrieve, record and present information from a non-fiction text;

distinguish between statements of fact and opinion;

discuss and evaluate the author’s choice of language;

provide reasoned justifications for their views.



• Comprehension skills are taught through whole class reading sessions which 

take place 4x a week

• Each class will read a class novel on a daily basis. This text has been carefully 

chosen to ensure children have a rich and varied reading diet.

• Books are chosen with variety of different characters, complex themes and 

vocabulary

• Activities will be based around discussions of the plot, themes and characters

How do you teach reading in KS2?



• As well as the class novel, we will read a range of non-fiction and poetry texts

• As well as focussing on  comprehension, we also want your child to be a fluent 

reader. From Monday-Thursday, we have 4 short reading sessions with the focus 

on developing fluency. The aim is for your child to be able to read confidently 

and accurately at a rate of over 90 words a minute.

How do you teach reading in KS2?



Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6



What if my child is still on the phonics scheme?

• Children develop and progress at different rates.

• Some children may still need phonics interventions. These will 

take in groups or 1:1 sessions and will be led by phonics trained 

KS2 staff.

• KS2 use the Read Write Inc phonics scheme for interventions



• We use standardised assessments each term to gauge where your child is 

in their reading. These tests will focus on your child’s comprehension skills

• For those children on the phonics scheme, they will be assessed regularly 

using Read, Write, Inc phonics assessments.

• Children will complete the phonics scheme when they are secure with all 

their sounds and are able to read an age appropriate book at a rate of 90 

words a minute

How will you assess my child in reading?



What are the Year 6 SATS?

Each year in May, year 6 children in England take part in a SATs 

reading paper.

This paper is designed to test children’s reading and 

comprehension skills across all areas of the curriculum. The 

test consists of two parts:

a reading booklet (typically 

containing three texts which 

increase in difficulty 

throughout the booklet)

Children have one hour to complete as many questions as they can.

Children are expected to read the text themselves and no help can be 

given.

an answer booklet

(containing a variety of 

questions about each of the 

texts



END OF KS2 ASSESSMENTS - SATS





What reading books will my child bring home?

• For those children on the phonics scheme, they will take home a 

decodable phonics reading book

• Children will be able to choose a book from the junior library or from 

their class libraries. These books will be colour coded to guide  the 

children to choose an age appropriate book.

Please could home reading be recorded in home/school diaries.



What can I do to support my child?

- Share books with your child. Read to your child – even the most confident, fluent 

Year 6 reader enjoys hearing someone read to them. 

• Visit the library or download apps such as Borrow Box

• Ask lots of questions about what your child is reading

• Make reading fun. Reading should never seem like a punishment or chore. You 

do not just have to read books – newspapers, reference books or magazines and 

comics are great alternatives to chapter books



Final thought


