
St Mary’s Reading Overview 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year  
N 

Writing focus Fiction 
Happy To Be Me 
Things I Like 
Family 
 

Fiction 
Sparks in the Sky 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear 
Dear Santa 
 

Fiction 
Supertato 
Superworm 
Super Daisy 

Fiction 
Little Red Hen 
Rosie’s Walk  
Farmer Duck 

Fiction 
Mad about Minibeasts 
The Hungry Caterpillar 
Life Cycle of a Butterfly 

Fiction 
Busy People Doctor 
and Nurses 
Busy People Police 
Busy People 
Firefighters 

Reading spine books  Funnybones song 
Heads, shoulders, knees and toes 
Owl babies 
Humpty Dumpty 
Two Little Dicky Birds 
Three Blind Mice 
Winnie the Witch 
Whisky Frisky hippety hop 
Can’t you sleep little bear 
Jelly on a plate 

Old McDonald had a farm 
Cops and robbers 
Burglar Bill 
Wiggledy Wiggledy 
Little Red Hen 
Farmer Duck 
Jack and the Beanstalk  
Jasper’s Beanstalk  
12345 Once I caught a Fish Alive 
Mary had a Little Lamb 

Twist and Hop  
Minibeast Bop 
Going on a Bear Hunt 
123 Bear 
A Tiny Caterpillar on a Leaf 
The Very Busy Spider 
The Bad Tempered Ladybird 
Incy Wincy Spider  
Wind the Bobbin Up 
10 little fingers and 10 little toes 

Performance Poetry Humpty Dumpty The Nativity  Rosie’s Walk   

 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year  
Rec 

Writing focus Fiction  
The Family Book 
The Three Little Pig 
The Gingerbread Man 
 

Fiction 
Hibernation Station 
The Jolly Christmas 
Postman 
 
Non-fiction 
Light and Dark 

Fiction 
Lost and Found 
The Storm Whale in 
Winter 
 
Non-Fiction 
Polar Bears  
 

Fiction 
The Naughty Bus 
The Runaway Train 
 
Non-Fiction 
Spring Time 

Fiction 
Princess and the Pea 
Zog 
 
Non-Fiction  
All About Castles 

Fiction 
Dear DInosaur 
Dinosaurs Love 
Underpants 
 
Non-Fiction 
Dinosaur 

Reading spine books  The Colour Monster  
Starting School - Anna Llenas 
Night Monkey, Day Monkey - Julia Donaldson 
Leaf Man - Lois Ehlert 
Diwali (Non fiction) 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
Little Red Riding Hood 
The Elves and the shoemaker Pinocchio  
Marie Curie- little people big minds 
There’s an elf in your book - Tom Fletcher 

Stickman - Julia Donaldson  
Snow - Sam Usher 
The Gruffalo - Julia Donaldson 
The Gruffalo’s Child - Julia Donaldson 
Sleeping Beauty 
Want to play trucks? – Ann Stott  
Superworm - Julia Donaldson 
The Storm Whale- Benji Davies 
Ugly Duckling 
A squash and a squeeze- Julia Donaldson 
 

Tiddler - Julia Donaldson 
Harry and his Bucketful of dinosaurs - Ian  
Why brow 
Specs for Rex – Yasmeen Ismail 
Don’t hug Doug - Carrie Finispn+Daniel 
Wiseman 
The Snail and the Whale - Julia Donaldson 
Dinosaurs love Underpants - Claire Freedman 
All Aboard the London Bus - Patricia Toht  
The Queen’s Hat - Steve Antony 
Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car - John Burningham 
Rumble in the Jungle 

Performance Poetry The Three Little Pig  The Nativity  Mother’s Day Poems London’s Bridge is 
Falling down 
Sing a Song of Six 
Pence  

 



 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year  
1 

Writing focus 
 
 
 
 

Fiction 
 
Drama Llama by Rachel 
Morrisroe 

Non-fiction 
Flo of the Somme 
by Hilary Robinson 
 

Fiction 
 
The Disgusting 
Sandwich by Gareth 
Edwards and 
Hannah Shaw 
 
 

Non-fiction 
 
Too much Stuff - Emily 
Gravett 
 

Fiction 
 
The Bear Who Stared 
by Duncan Beedie 
 
 

Environment 
 
Someone swallowed 
Stanley by Sarah 
Roberts 

Reading spine books  Mixed - Arree Chung 
 
Along came a different - 
Tom McLaughlin 
 
Families families 
families - Suzanne Lang 
+ Max Lang 
 
Room on the Broom - 
Julia Donaldson  
 
Ruby’s Worry - Tom 
Percival  

The Squirrels who 
Squabbled - Rachel Bright  
 
The Leaf Thief - Alice 
Hemming 
 
Luna Loves Library Day - 
Joseph Coelho  
 
Stubby A true story of 
friendship - Michael 
Foreman 
 
Grumpy Badger’s 
Christmas - Paul Bright 
and Jane Chapman  

 Meesha Makes 
Friends – Tom 
Percival  
 
Handa’s Surprise- 
Eileen Browne 
 
We’re going on a 
Bear Hunt - Michael 
Rosen 
 
You must bring a hat 
- Simon Philip + Kate 
Hindley 
The Singing 
Mermaid - Julia 
Donaldson 

The Odd Fish - Naomi 
Jones 
 
The Girl who loves bugs 
- Lily Murray + Jenny 
Lovlie 
 
Mum and Dad Glue - 
Kes Gray  
 
Transport - Izzi Howell 

Vlad and the Florence 
Nightingale Adventure - 
Kate Cunningham 
  
The Secret Sky Garden 
- Linda Sarah + Fiona 
Lumbers 
 
Hoorah for Mary 
Seacole - Trish Cooke 
and Anni Axworthy 
 
Little people big dreams 
Florence Nightingale - 
Maria Isabel Sanchez 
Vegara 
 
(Non Fiction) 
 
Wild Life The 
Extraordinary 
Adventures of Sir David 
Attenborough - Leisa 
Stewart-Sharpe + Helen 
Shoesmith 
 

Beegu - Alexis Deacon 
 
Grandad’s Island - 
Benji Davies  
The Sea Saw - Tom 
Percival  
 
Dear Earth - Isabel 
Otter + Clara 
Anganuzzi  
 
Somebody Crunched 
Collin - Sarah Roberts  
 
Dear Greenpeace - 
Simon James 

Performance Poetry Busy Day by Michael 
Rosen 

 Open a Book by 
Jane Baskwill 

 Halfway Down by AA 
Milne 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year  
2 

Writing 
focus 

Fiction 
How to 
Hide a 
Lion  
 
 

Non-fiction 

Life in 
Stuart 
England - 
Samuel 
Pepys 
 

Fiction 

Into the 

Forest 

Non-fiction 

 

Information text on 

Victorian Britain 

Fiction 

The 

Proudest 

Blue  

 

 

Environment 
 
The Emerald Forest  
 

Reading 
spine  

 
The 
Leopard’s 
Drum - 
Jessica 
Souhami 
 
Pretty- 
Canizales 
 
There’s a 
Tiger in 
the 
Garden - 
Lizzy 
Stewart 

 
Gorilla - 
Anthony 
Browne  
 
Little 
People Big 
Dreams : 
Michelle 
Obama 

 
The Little 
Hen and 
the Great 
War - 
Jennifer 
Beck  

My Shadow is Pink - Scott 
Stuart 

The 
Christmas 
Truce - 
Hilary 
Robinson 

Vlad and the Great Fire of 

London - Kate 
Cunningham  

Katie’s London Christmas 

-  

Where the Wild 
Things Are -  

Wild - Emily Hughes  

The Terribly Friendly 
Fox - Susannah 
Lloyd 

The True Story of 
the Three Little Pigs 
- Jon Scieszka 

Little Red Reading 
Hood - Lucy 
Rowland 

 

 

 

 

Our Tower - Joseph 

Coehlo  

 

 

The Invisible - Tom 

Percival 

 

 

The Hairdo that got 

away - Joseph 

Coehelo  
 

 

Luna loves library 

day - joseph 
Coehelo  

 

Ravi’s Roar - Tom 

percival  

 

 

The Kindest Red - 
Intihaj Muhammad and 
S.K Ali  

We’re All Wonders - R. 
J. Palacio 

The Ugly 
Five - Julia 
Donaldson  
 
All Are 
Welcome - 
Alexandra 
Penfold  
 
Sulwe - 
Lupita 
Nyongo 

 
How to Wash a Woolly 
Mammoth – Michelle 
Robinson  
 
A Planet Full of Plastic 
-  
 
The Wild Girl - Chris 
Wormell 
 
Stella and the Seagull 
- Georgina Stevens  
 
Tidy - Emily Gravett  
 
  

Class novel 
Synoptic Task 

  The Hodgeheg by 
Dick King Smith 
How does Max show 
determination 
throughout the 
story? 
 

George’s Marvellous 
Medicine 
 
Was it right or wrong of 
George to give his 
grandma the medicine? 
What would you have 
done if you were George? 

 
 

The Boy Who Grew 
Dragons by Andy 
Shepherd 
 
 
What are the similarities 
between Tomas and 
Flicker? How do they 
both grow and develop 
throughout the story? 
 

Einstein the Penguin 
by Iona Rangley 

Performance Poetry Hurt No Living Thing 
by Christina Rossetti 

 Chocolate Cake by 
Michael Rosen 

 Bed in Summer by 
Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Year  
3 

Writing focus Fiction 
Stone Age Boy by 
Satoshi Kitamura 

Non-fiction 
The River Indus – The  
Journey of a river 
Explanation Text 
 
Ancient Egypt - How to 
mummify a body 
Instructional text 
 

Fiction 
Izzy Gizmo by Pip 
Jones and Sara 
Ogilvie 

Non-fiction 
Types of Settlements 
Information Text 

Fiction 
The Secret of Black 
Rock by Joe Todd 
Stanton 

Environment 
The Mess That We 
Made by Michelle Lord 

Class novel 
Synoptic task 

The Creakers by Tom 
Fletcher 
 
 
How is Lucy a good 
leader? 
 

Sam Wu is Not Afraid of 
Ghosts by Katie and 
Kevin Tsang 
 
How does Sam Wu 
overcome his fears? 

Planet Omar by 
Zanit Mian 
 
How do the 
community’s actions 
and opinions change 
towards Omar and 
his family? 

The Wild Robot by Peter 
Brown 
 
 
What impression do the 
animals have of Roz at 
the start of the story and 
how does this change? 

The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter by Phillip 
Pullman 
 
 

Leonora Bolt: Secret 
Inventor by Lucy 
Brandt 

Performance Poetry From a Railway 
Carriage by Robert 
Louis Stevenson 

 In the Ning Nang 
Nong – Spike 
Milligan 

 Cat Rap – Grace 
Nichols 

 

 

Year  
4 

Writing Focus and 
Text Driver 

Fiction 
The Snow Dragon by 
Abi Elphinstone 

Non-fiction 
Historical narratives 
How was Rome founded? 
The story of Romulus and 
Remus 
 
Biographies - Martin 
Luther King 

Fiction 
Marcy and the 
Golden Sphinx by 
Joe Todd Stanton 
 

Non-Fiction 
Information Text OW 

Fiction 
The Minpins by Roald 
Dahl 
 

Environment Topic 
 
Alba the 100 Year Old 
Fish by Lara 
Hawthorne 
 
 

Class novel 
 
Synoptic task 

Krindlekrax by Philip 
Ridley 
 
 
What difficulties did 
Ruskin have to 
overcome in the story? 

Land of Roar by Jenny 
McLachlan 
 
 
How does the relationship 
between the twins 
develop and repair 
throughout the book? 

The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward 
Tulane by Kate 
DiCamillo 
How does Edward’s 
attitudes and outlook 
change throughout 
the book? 

The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe by C.S. 
Lewis 
 
How does Edward’s 
character change 
throughout the book? 

The Boy at the Back of 
the Class by Onjali Rauf 
 
What hardships does 
Ahmet face throughout 
his life? 

Varjax Paw by 
S.F.Said 
 
`Describe Varjax’s 
relationship with Holly. 
What are the stages 
and how do they 
develop? 

Performance Poetry Green Candles by 
Humbert Wolfe 

 The River – Valerie 
Bloom 

 The Sleepy Giant by 
Charles E Carryl 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Year  
5 

Writing Focus Fiction 
Hansel and Gretel by 
Neil Gaiman 
Narrative 

Non-fiction 
 
Non-chronological report. 

Fiction 
The Water Tower by 
Gary Crew 
 
Narrative 

Non-fiction 
Information Text OW 

Fiction 
The Whisperer by Nick 
Butterworth 
Romeo and Juliet  
 

Environment 
The Brilliant Deep by 
Kate Messner 

Class novel 
 
Synoptic task 

There’s a Boy in the 
Girl’s Bathroom by Louis 
Sachar 
 
How does the character 
of Bradley change 
throughout the text? 
What was the cause of 
this change? 

Clockwork by Phillip 
Pullman 
 
Compare the characters 
of Karl the pessimist and 
Fritz the optimist. 
 
Journey to J’burg by 
Beverley Naidoo 
 
What does the text teach 
the reader about 
apartheid? 
 

Who Let the God’s 
Out by Maz Evans 
 
 
Can I compare and 
contrast a positive 
and negative setting 
in the story Who Let 
the Gods Out? 

Boy in the Tower by 
Polly Ho-Yen 
 
 
How does the writer 
create mystery and 
suspense through the 
story? 

Who Let the God’s Out 
by Maz Evans 
 
 
Can I compare and 
contrast a positive and 
negative setting in the 
story Who Let the Gods 
Out? 

Street Child by Berlie 
Doherty 
 
 
How did the character 
show perseverance 
throughout the story? 

Performance Poetry Cat  by Eleanor Farjeon  
 

Karl Nova . The Sound Collector by 
Roger McGough 

 

 

Year 
 6 

Writing Focus Fiction 
The Giant’s Necklace by 
Michael Morpurgo 
 

Non-fiction 
Persuasive texts 

Fiction 
The Lost Happy 
Endings by Carol 
Ann Duffy 

Non-fiction 
Information Text OW 

Fiction 
The Highwayman by 
Alfred Noyes 

Environment 
 
A Planet full of Plastic 
by Neal Layton 
 Persuasive Speech to 
reduce plastic waste 
 
 

Class novel 
 
Synoptic task 

Malamander by Thomas 
Taylor 
 
What are your 
impressions of the 
following characters: 
 
Violet 
Sebastian Eels 

. Once by Morris 
Gleitzman  
 
What gives us the reader 
the impression that Felix 
is naive? 
When does he begin to 
lose his naivety? 
 

Holes by Louis 
Sachar 
 
Did Stanley make 
the right choice by 
choosing Camp 
Green Lake as a 
punishment instead 
of jail? 
 

The Graveyard Book by 
Neil Gaiman 
 
What information does 
Neil Gaiman withhold 
from the reader in order 
to create mystery and 
suspense? 

Little Badman and the  
Killer Aunties by Humza 
Arshad 
 
Describe Humza’s 
relationship  
with the following 
characters: 
Umer 
Wendy 
His father 
 
 

Kick by Mitch Johnson 
 
Compare your life to 
Budi’s. What are the 
similarities and 
differences? 

Performance Poetry Leisure by WH Davies  Football Mad by 
Benjamin Zephaniah 

 Remember by Matt 
Goodfellow 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
                                                     
 
 
 


